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The Roots of Special English

&n Ockober 19, 1989, the Voke of America broadcast the first
Speaal English program. 1t was an expenment. The gosl was te
communicate by radio in cdear and simple English with people

By Eubjact whose native language was not English. Spedal English programs
By Prageam auuckly became some of the most popular on VoA They stll are.
Lictan to Shows  SPecEl ERglish contnuss to communicate with people who are
MP3 rat fuent in Engleh, Ower the pears, B3 role has expanded. I8
windaws Medig  TEIPS peopls kern Armerican English while they lzarm about

Pl s Arrerican life and stay infermed about world news and
devslopments in sdemcs. 1t provides Isteners with information

All Farmats they cannot find elsewhere,

Halg

watch
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Services Three Elements Make Special English Unique

Staries by E-mail

ELMCES Feeds It has a core vocabulary of 1500 words, Most are simple words
(yrpop Podcasts  that describe objects, actions or emotions. Some words are
English Learning more difficult. They are used for reporting world events and

Wards and describing discoveries in medicine and science.
Their Stories

Wordrmaster

Games With
Warrds

Other Resources

Special English writers use short, simple sentences that contain
only one idea, They use active woice. They do not use idioms.

Special English broadcasters read at a slower pace, about two-
thirds the speed of standard English. This helps people learning
English hear each word clearly. It also helps people who are
fluent English speakers understand complex subjects.

Special English Radio Broadcasts

Special English broadcasts to different parts of the world several
times @ day, seven days a week, Bach hatf-hour broadosse
beging with:
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The sport of basketball is not only an American invention--it’s
also an American obsession. In the early spring of each year,
when collegiate championships are held, spectator interest
grows so intense that it has come to be known as "March
Madness"; and that term applies to the women's
championships as well as the men's. Then, soon after the
college championships end, the National Basketball
Association's professional tournament begins--a fierce
competition among the world's best players. But perhaps

thao +ta ndicat nfthe th af interact in hackethall
(ne SICaLCD NGICator OF tne growin o1 interesci in basketball

is its prommence at the Olympic games--reflecting the
game's universal appeal.

(104 words; 549 letters)
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